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SECRET STOCKHOLM 1523 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MNOL, IN, SW 

SUBJECT: INDIAN ACQUISITION OF A DPSA: CONSULTATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIETS 

REF; NEW DELHI 5882 

1 . FROM THE STOCKHOLM PERSPECTIVE, WE WISH TO SUPPORT 
EMBASSY NEW DELHI'S CAUTIONARY NOTE ABOUT 
DISCUSSING WESTERN AIRCRAFT SALES TO INDIA WITH THE 
USSR. 

2. OUR READING OF THE SOVIET POSITION (ONE WITH WHICH 

THE SWEDES WOULD CONCUR, WE BELIEVE) IS THAT THE RUSSIANS 
WILL MAKE A SALE THEMSELVES IF THEY CAN. AND THAT IF THEY 
CANNOT, DISCUSSIONS WITH THEM WILL DO NOTHING BUT EXPOSE 
WESTERN POSITIONS AND DIVISIONS. WHILE WE ARE AWARE OF A 
LONG-STANDING SOVIET INTEREST IN TEMPERING THE INDIAN- 
PAKISTANI RELATIONSHIP, WE ASSUME THAT THE USSR'S 
WEEKENED TIES WITH NEW DELHI WILL BE THE PRINCIPAL SOVIET 
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INTEREST IN SOVIET EYES, SO THAT REALISTIC HOPES FOR 
SOVIET SELF-RESTRAINT IN ARMS SALES WOULD SEEM VERY 
SLIM IN THE PRESENT SITUATION. UNLESS THE USG WERE 
CONVINCED IT COULD PERSUADE THE UK AND FRANCE NOT TO 
MEET THE INDIAN DESIRE FOR A DPSA-AND FROM ALL WE KNOW 
THIS IS AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK FOR THE USG--WE WOULD SEE 
LITTLE PROFIT IN TRYING TO CONVINCE THE SOVIETS OF 
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THE INADVISABILITY OF INDIA'S ACQUIRING A DPSA: 

A COMMON US-USSR FRONT AGAINST THE UK AND FRANCE WOULD 
SURELY BE AN END NOT TO BE SOUGHT. 

3. WE ARE MOST APPRECIATIVE OF THE CONTINUING REGARD 
FOR SWEDEN'S POSITION SHOWN BY PM DIRECTOR GELB 
(STATE 92067UND PREVIOUS) AND OTHER USG 
OFFICIALS. WE ARE HOPING AGAINST HOPE THAT THE 
TIMING OF EVENTS (PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF THE GOI 
STATEMENT IN PARA 3 OF REFTEL THAT A DECISION MIGHT 
NOT BE MADE UNTIL JUNE) WILL INSURE THAT 
SOMEONE ELSE RATHER THAN THE USG SAYS NO TO SWEDEN 
(IF NO IT MUST BE). IN THIS CONNECTION, WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE THAT THE MORE HARD-HEADED OF OUR SWEDISH 
FRIENDS WOULD BE IMPRESSED BY A USG EFFORT TO DRAW 
THE USSR INTO THE PICTURE. THEY PICTURE INDIA AS 
WANTING TO GET AWAY FROM PAST OVER-DEPENDENE ON 
THE USSR AND DIVERSIFYING SOURCES OF SUPPLY BY 
GOING TO WESTERN (AND, AS THE SWEDES HOPE, NEUTRAL) 
PRODUCERS; THEREFORE IN THE SWEDISH VIEW SOVIET 
PARTICIPATION IN THE DISCUSSION WOULD PROBABLY MERELY 
MAKE IT LOOK LIKE GANGING UP ON THE INDIANS. OF 
COURSE THE SWEDES ARE VERY STRONG ON ARMS CONTROL 
MEASURES IN GENERAL, SO THAT A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS IN SOUTH ASIA, AS NOTED 
BY EMBASSY NEW DELHI, WOULD NO DOUBT BE WELCOME. 
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